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By Mrs. CHARLES H. ISRAELS,

The Distinguished Humanitarian, and Chairman of the Bureau of Amusement
Resources for Working Girls,

HE first of a chain of dance halls,

I that we hope will extend across the

continent, was opened atthe north-
enst corner of Madlson avenue and One
Hundred and Twenty€fth strest, New
York, last month,

The sign, “Cabaret Dageing,” flares forth
Invitlugly in elecirie llghts and any young
perdon who wants to dance may enter and
may dance six tjmes for a quarier, pro-
vided he or she dances with propriety, 1f
not, hie or she |8 invited to leave, and ample
reagon for golug |s provided in the person
of maveral capable policemen. The hall |s
clean, large and well lighted, The youug
persons who fill it whirl Joyously about to
popular musfe. Thera 15 nothing to dis
tinguish it from the other dance halls with
which the city {8 dotted, except the world-
wide difference between vice and virtue,
clean and upclean living. While 1 and my
associates of the Committee on Amuse-
ment Resources for Working Girls have
been destroying agenis, we have also been
constructive 'ones. While we cloged the In-
famous Haovmarket und Bal Tabarin and
West End Oasino, we have opened Dance-
land at the foregolug address, and we ex-
pect to open many other: with the help
of this and other cities.

The danee hall, improperly conducted,
Is o hotbed of infamy. Rightly conducted,
it |8 & healthful and Innocent means of
recreation and & prevention of evil Of
the one hundred and fifty thousand women
who live on the wages of shame in this
clty four-fiftha began thelr dow nward
course at a dance hall

It all began with the natural and proper
wish of girls to get married and be placed
fn life, This, It 18 Interesting to note, 18
much stronger In forelgners than in Amer-
jean girls. The proportion {8 as seven to
three. Forelgners have been taught 1o seek
marriage early.  American girls consider it
an Incident, not indispensable (o g2lting on
in life. To give this impulde a proper chan-
nel i the duty of us, who are older and
wiser,

My attention to this need and my inter
est In supplying it were nwakened twelve
years ago by the cases of three giria. |
was working then with the Educational Al-
llenee, and went often to & roof playground
on the East Slde. One of these girls we
will call Rosle. Like the others she was
mad for amusement. When & street hand
passed her eyes flashed and her muscles
tingled, She was like a \\‘ii\l_ crealura
athrill with the jor of life. Every day
that 1 went 1o tha roof she sat there on the
eurb watching the ehildren play, and wish-
fni amusement could be furnished for chil-
dren of her age, sisteen, She grew maore
and more moody, and each time I saw her
a purpose seemed forming in her mind
une day some one Lold me Rosle was “'Iin
troutle. along of stealing” She had been
wking 4 few colns now and then from her
mistress. They were not large sums, We
goon settled the watter, But bursting Into
a storm of sobs on my shoulder she told
me frankly why ghe had done It

“] wanted to get some ribbons and things
to maks me look pretty, then go to dances
and get m-m-married.”

Minnie was an older friend of hars, a girl
of tweniy. She was a stenographer, and
stole larger suma. Finally she got into the
cheeck-ra sing business, and was sent (o
Bedford Reformatory Maud, who was a
waltress, and sometimes e Hoved the cash-
for of the restaurant by taking her place
at the till, siole & few dollars, ull for the
game reason With A little more money
they could make themselves prettier, could
go to a dance hall and there meet Prince
Charming, who could forever after glld
thelr lives

The picture of littla Margaret {8 one of
darker colors. She was the stenographer
for my counsel, a dainty, rarely pretty [ittle
creature, & mere ¢hild In years and a bahe
in experiendce Bhe p'.m-‘ for amusement

as does a lttle child locked in a dark

room. Shta went with another girl to a
dance hall There she met a youth who
made love of his fashlon to her. Bhe be-

came infatuated kn a half childish, half wome
anish way with him, Within a year Mar-

garat was dead. Al sixteon she died, a
mother, i and the nameless child are
buried in ter's Dleld

A Eirl, Gretcher who worked In my
household, was & vietim af the dance hall,
and n a not unusudl way Gretchen had
the forelgn thrift, and in the few years
that she had worked |n this country she

had saved five hundred dollars. Gretchen,
llke most girls, wanted to marry, To
marry she must meet young men, and to
meet young men she must go to dance
halls, She begnn golng out with another
girl to these places. The horrible after-
math of bad dance halla followed. In o
week she had married nim, had gone to
Rochester with him for a honeymoon, and
wias deserted at the statlon. She never
saw him agaln, nor her bankbook, which
was the reason for the marriage.

A few of the girls have contrived Lo save
a few hundred dollars. One 1 know had
saved a thousand. This the men they
meet at the dance hall discoversd and
marrying them (s the best way to get
access to the bank account, Thay go with
thelr brides o the banks, have thelr
names written in the books, draw out the
money and disappear. The only dance hall
marriages | have ever known have had
the possesslon of the bank books as their
motive, so far as the bridegroom was cons
cerned,

Whlle large, dark, empty rooms surround
some of these dance balls, and private
rooms are to be obtained st others, often
the dance hall {8 merely a place of meet-
ing, which leads to further acquaintance at
other resorts, especially at some of the
seashore reworis. Two mirls, Alla, & Rus-
slan, who had been In this eountry but two
years, and s younger girl of her acquain-
tance, met 4t a dance hall two young men,

Such Degrading Dances as This—the Apache Dance—Soon Filter from the Stage to the Dance Halls

and Form One of lts Greatest D

Halls
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“The Floors of These Dance Halls Rested in the
In Would Come an Inno-
cent Girl—the Claw Would Close and—
There Would Be Another Lost One.”

Hand of Satan.

who Invited them to go with them to Coney
Islund next day., The girls accompauied
them, and they heard the old exeuse: "It
is 8o late. Why go home to-night?"

The case coming under my attention 1
sent for one of the young men, and weo
soon oconvinced him he was amenable to
the law unless he married her. This being
muade clear to him he sald he was willing
to marry her. It was Alla who surprised
us by sayving: “He is a miserable dog, Ha
desolved me. I will not marry him!"

Her lesson was a sufficlent one. Alla
shuns the dance halls now, and I am not
sure that she will even coms to the modsl
one. HBhe has bocome a man hater,

Bul two girls, Hertha and Jenule, had no
such chance to rehabilitate themselves
Meeting at a dance hall two Inds who lured
tham to the seashore resort the girls never
tried, or tryiug, they failed to re-astablish
themsalves on firm ground. Bertha went
recently to Binckwells Island., Jonnjle |1
saw walking the dark slde of Sixth avenue
one night., Her face was painted and her
halr dyed. Her eyes hal grown bold, us
do those of women who, having bheen hunt-
ed, turn hunters of men

A typleal case, one reprasenting the
smusement hupger that leads to such pit
falls was that which I relate to those whoss
help | need In the establishment of model
dance halls. It has helpsd to bring about
the legislation which placed dance halls
under the control and survelllance of the
License Bureau.
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of New Movement.

ths Rtar Commpany

CGreat Hritaln Highis Ressrved

When Frelda came to thia country sl
Waa gixtesn, pretiy, full of fun and had n
Wholesome curlosfty about Amerien, She

came alone. An uncle, who had thres

daughters of hils own, gave her a
home. Theaa girla had been in
Ameriea since (hey were bables

Thoy wers typleal New York work
ing girls Thay
welcomed the
‘wreenhorn,'” and
put her in the
kitohen while
they went out to
work

Thoe New York
cousning had
Rrown up In the
free atmosphere
of the rapublie,
with men friends,
“gsoclablen” And
all the rest of
the things that
mean u "Rood
time™ for the
Ameriean glrl
They were not
ineclined to in-
troduce the
“greenie" iato
thealr sot She

The Turkey irot, as
Shown Here, Is
Barred from the
New Dance Hall
Movement. The
Touching of
Cheeks an . Eccen-
tricity of Move-
ment Are Contrib-
uting Factors in
the Bmen of the
Old Dance Hall

had not yet acquired style, and sho

spoke no intalligible English. After Friods
fnished her day’'s work In the tongment,
muking things smooth and comfortabla for
the other girls, she Wia sxpoected to mpund
the evening in theg kitchen by herself,
listoning to the laughter, song and ialk

ihat floateéd In frow the parior, where the
other girls were having a good tme. sShe
soon indlcated that she would llke to take
purt In §1, but, lke Cinderelia’s sistors,
the cousing would have none of it

When Frelda went out to dp errands sha
notlesd that thers were streeis with places
otlier than stores They were brightly
lighted balls, from whose open windows
stralns of musle floated, and ncross which
forms foated In rhythmic motion. Ona
evening she drifted in, Bhe found that
she dls not poed o kpow KEnglish to be
welcome., Al once shéd found the things
she missed at home—Iite, joy, Insughter and
young people,

Hha was pretty, and as girls are always
in demtnd st dances she waa soon being
shown the dance by a youth whose evident
buginess it waa to give her some return
for the twenty-ive cents she pald for a las
son Quickly she lsurned the value of
knowing hew o dance, and wtill more
quickly did her popularity grow with tha
boys who came to the hall, From that hall
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dooadb i Lo BO to others, whers she was
tnught that to be really popular It was
casential to learn to drink “stylish drinks,"
and that dancing without drinking was
“slow.” Then one night when her head was
whirling from exoitement and dazed with
drink she feoll. Bhe nover turned agaln
from the path that began (o the kitchen of
the tenement, whora dhe sat longing for
the birthright of her youth, She followsd
it through the maze of wretched slavery
o men, and walked to Its end five years
later in o reformatory to which ghe had
been committed, and where ber pameless
baby was horn.

It s o prevent such fates as Frelda's
that the model dance halls are openad.
There every girl can enjoy hersell as much
as she Hikes In decency., Here 1s a dancing
master to censor the dances, and the man-
uger will help him, Kvery one Is welcowme
who sesms respectable, and there will be
plonty of young men of good character to
pee that there are no wall lowers. Women
connectad with our committee will be there
ontensibly to dance and enjoy themselves
with thea rest, but really to see that the
girle are protected from undesirable ac
quaintances, Vigllance and tact will pre-
vent the beginning of soguaintances that
lond to such finales as that of poor Frieda's
story, The girls are protected without
knowing it, They have chaperons without
bolng appalled by the new strange name,

Wa will not bar the bunny hug nor tus
key trot. No danpce that I recall is 1o it
pelf indecent. It is the way It is danced
thut mnkes It improper. Our clalm s that
{f the right position is maintained the
dances have no vulgarity., The dancers
ghould stand at a respesctful distance from
ench other, A girl's hands should lle upon
n young man's arms, Her arms should
not be about his neck, nor should her cheek
be pressed against his

We have arrangad for classes in which
lessons |n dancing are given at twenty
conts aplece, ‘The hall will be opom on
Waidnesday, Saturday and Bunday eve-
nings, we roeserving the right to exclude
any one we consider undesirable,

Wa expect to fulfill our object, which Is
to make clenn the amusemeont atmospheare
in Now York. What happens on the street
we cannot help, but we mean to provide
that any girl or woman who goes to & hal!
for innocent amusement shall have it, and
thut she will be as safe as though danc-
Ing In her own houe,

ers. They Are Forbidden in the Safe Dance

F vou want to insult somebody, and hear
¢ ‘I no mors about it, wait till Bummeor comes
Winter, with lts colds and its other pain

ful gifts of grip, InfAuenza, broneitls and rheuma
tism, s the season of bad tempers and law sulta”
This Is the advice of an observing London law
yer—the present Winter la very trylng In London,
The luwyer goes on Lo KAy

“In the Winter peopls go to law about fanoled
lnsults, and are always taking offense when uope
i Intended

“tittle things annoy peopls and drive them to
sw in the Winter, which would be thought very
Iitle of In the Summaer. Litigation and court
ssen of every desoription mre certainly far more
plentiful In Winter than In Bummer, 1 should

eatl mate that ths busluesa of the County Courts
inereasss by sbout 30 per citnt, and that of the
‘lnw atd police eourts by 70 ar &0 per cent What
the rens The weather! [t la very slmple
“In the Summer If your acqualninpeses tread on
npy f your pet corns you can go off lun a rage
and In ten miputes you have praobably worked off

the greater p
In Summer

rt af the trouble thi
your skin acts

ough your skin
moare easlly than In

Why _Winte:r Creates New Bad Tempers and Lawsuits

Winter peonuse of the Lemperature—at any rate iu
& normal Summer, Then, again, you get more ox-
ercise, or what (g the same thing, an equivalent
amount of exerclss produces a grealer result

“Your lver acts more easily—and you don't feel
béaten down and depreasod as you do in dark
cold, dismal weather

“An official of the Westminster County Court
told mo that the origin of the troubla In vary many
casns deall with there dquring the Winter could he
attributed to the weather, and clted the followlug
iypleal jnstancs of a complalnt made to him:

"'A wldow—u cook-housekeaper, llving oul,
suked for the recovery of waged, following on
wrongful dlamlissal

"*Only s week ago, she declared, her mistress
bad given her u ralse of 50 cents per week to help
her puy her rent. On Monduy morning she was
suddenly dirmissed without notice, sfter Berving
breakinst two late,

“INo renson wag glven her tor the dismissal bt
she sald that her employer was
tiiwe, becausd of the bad weather

"Thera can be no doubt thay Winter wouther go

counts in & very lprge measure for the troubiles o
the safson
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